French  Dragooning: 

OR 

POPISH  Perfecution; 

As  it  was  praftifed  and  executed  upoa 
the  Vrench  Proteftants,  by  Lewis  XIV# 
in  the  Year  1686. 


By  the  famous  Monfieur  Claude,  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  at  \Paris^  a  Sufferer  himfelf. 


^ropofed  to  the  Confideration  of  all  Britifh  Trote- 

ft  ant  upon  Occafion  of  the  prefem  Rebellion^  raijecl 
<  in  favour  of  a  ^opifo  Pretender, 


Principiis  obfta^ 

Sero  medicina  paratur. 


^H  E  Author  (after  taking  notice  of  fome  lejfer 
•*  JlSfs  of  Oppreffion  committed  on  the  Troteftanti 
0/ France  in  the  Reign  of  hewis  XW .  and  of  the 
^Petitions  given  in  and  other  Applications  made  ta 
the  King  and  Courts  remonjirating  againfi  thefe 
ASis  ofOppreffion )  ohferveSy  That  thele  Petitions,  ^c. 
were  lb  far  from  being  heard,  that  the  Troubles  on 
the  Proteftants  were  continually  increaled^  and  fo 
rhcir  fecond  Eftate  became  worle  than  the  firft.  The 
laft  Petition  preftntcd  to  the  King  himlelf  by  the 
Deputy  General,  m  March  1^84,  was  exprels'd  in 
Tcrnvs  the  nioft  fubmiffive,  and  the  moft  capable 
<^f  moving  Pity  5  and  yet  it  produced  no  other  Ef- 
r  but,the  haftninn  on  of  what  had  been  long  re- 
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Iblv'd  lapon,  namely,  by  open  Force  to  compals 
Ruin, 

This  was  elE-aually  brought  about  foaie  Month 
after,  and  executed  in  a  manner  fe  terrible  and  i 
putragious,  that,  as  ve  laid  in  the  Beginning,  thei 
are  few  in  Eur-^pe^  how  diiiant  foever  {rom  th^ 
Nolle  of  the  publick  Occurrences,  who  have  nc 
heard  the  Report  of  it  3  but  'tis  certain  theCircuni 
ftances  are  not  known  to  all,  and  there ;i)re  we  rtial 
give  an  Account  of  them  in  few  Words,  were  il 
"but  to  ftop  or  filence  the  Irnptidence  of  fuch  who 
are  not  afhamed  to  publifh,  that  no  Violences  hav^ 
been  committed  in  France^  and  that  all  the  Con^ 
Verfions  there  have^been  made  with  free  and  ful 
Conient,     They  forthwith  took  the  Method  o 
quartering  Soldiers  in  all  the  Provinces,  almoft  at 
one  and  the  fame  Time,  which  were  chiefly  Dragoons, 
that  are  generally  the  baleft  Troops  of  the  King^ 
donij  and  Felldws  that^  will  itick  at  nothing.  Ter-- 
ror  and  Dread  march'd  before  them  3  and,  as  it  was 
concerted,  all  France  was  in  an  inftant  filled  witji 
this  News,  that  the  King  would  no  longer  fuffer 
any  Huguenots  in  his  Kingdom 3  and  that  they  mnft 
refbl  ve  to  change  their  Religion,  nothing  being  able 
to  prevent  it. 

They  begaa  with  the  Province  of  'Searn.,  where 
the  Dragoons  did  their  firfi:  Executions,  whicli  were 
followed  foon  after  in  the  higher  and  lower  Gut- 
enne^  Xdntonge^  Auni^^  Toitoti^  the  upper  Langue^ 
doCy  Vivarets^  ^nd2)auphmey  after  which  they  came  ] 
to  the  Lioneois^  the  Cevennes^  the  lower  Languedoc^  \ 
Provence ^  the  falkes^  and  the  Country  of  Gex  ^ 
afterwards  they  fell  on  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom, 
Normandy^  "Burgundy^  the  Nivernois  and  jSerry  ^ 
the  Countries  alio  of  Orleans^  louraine^  AnjoUy 
l^ritany^  Champagne^  Tkardy^  and  the  Ifle  of 

France^ 
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Trance^  even  extending  to  '^ans  itfelf,  which  have 
all  undergone  the  lame  Fate,  The  fir  ft  Thing  the 
Intendants  were  order'd  to  do,  was  to  fummon  the 
Cities  and  Como^onalties.  They  a{ren:\bled  the  In- 
habitants thereof,  who  profefled  the  Rcfornried  Re- 
li^yion,  and  told  them,  'twas  the  King's  Plealure 
they  fhould  without  Delay  turn  Catholicks,  which 
if  they  would  not  do  freely,  they  ftiould  be  made 
to  do  it  by  Force.  The  poor  People,  furpriied 
with  fuch  a  Declaration,  made  Anlwer,  T'hey  ivere 
ready  to  facrifice  their  Eftates  and  L  ives  to  the  King  ^ 
hut  their  Confciences  being  God's,  they  could  mt  in 
that  manner  difpofe  of  them. 

There  needed  no  more  to  make  them  immediately 
bring  the  Dragoons,  which  were  not  far  off.  The 
Troops  inimediately  leized  on  the  Avenues  and 
Gates  of  the  Cities  3  they  placed  Guards  in  all  the 
Paflages,  and  often  enter'd  with  Sword  in  Hand^ 
crying,  2)/^,  or  be  Catholicks  :  They  were  quartered 
at  Dilcretion  on  the  Refornf\ed,  with  a  ftrici  GhargCj, 
that  none  ihould  depart  out  of  their  Houles,  nor 
conceal  any  of  their  Goods  or  Effects  on  great  Penal- 
ties 5  yea,  even  on  the  Catholicks  that  fliould  either 
receive  or  afFift  them  in  any  Manner.  They  began 
V^ith  conluming  all  the  Provifions  the  Houfe  afford- 
ed, and  gutting  them  of  all  their  Money,  Rings, 
and  Jewels  ,  and  in  fine,  bleeding  them  of  what- 
foevcr  was  moft  valuable.  After  this  they  diftrain- 
ed  the  Houfhold-Goods,  inviting  not  only  the  Ca- 
tholicks of  the  Place,  but  alio  thole  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Cities  and  Towns,  to  come  and  buy  the  laid 
Goods,  and  other  Things  that  would  yield  Money, 
Afterwards  they  fell  on  their  Perlbns  3  and  there 
was  no  Wickednefs  or  Horror  which  they  did  not 

{)ut  in  Practice,  to  force  them  to  change  their  Re- 
igioa 

Ami4l1 
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Amidft  a  Thoufand  hideous  Lamentations  andH 
horrid  Blafphemies,  they  hung  Men  and  Women  by^ 
the  Hair  of  the  Head,  or  the  Feet,  to  the  Roofs  of  I 
the  Chamber,  or  to  the  Racks  in  the  Chimneyj^,  and 
there  Imok'd  them  with  Wifps  of  wet  Hay,  till 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  bear  it ;  and  when  they 
took  them  down,  if  they  would  not  fign,  they  hung 
them  up  immediately  again.    They  pluck'd  off  the 
Hair  of  their  Heads  and  Beards  with  Pincers,  till 
they  left  none  remaining, 

They  threw  them  on  great  Fires  kindled  on  pur- 
pofe,  and  pulFd  them  not  out  till  they  were  half 
roafted.    They  tied  Ropes  under  their  Arms,  and  | 
plunged  them  again  and  again  in  Wells,  from  whence  \ 
they  would  not  take  them  up,  till  they  hadpromiled 
to  renounce  their  Religion.    They  bound  them  as  ; 
they  do  Criminals  put  to  the  Queftion  3  and  in  this 
Pofture,  with  a  Funnel,  they  poured  Wine  down 
their  Throats,  till,  the  Fumes  of  it  depriving  them 
of  their  Reaibn,  they  were  made  to  lay  they  would 
conlent  to  be  Catholicks.    They  ftript  them  naked, 
and,  after  having  offered  them  a  thoufand  infamous 
Indignities,  they  ftuck  them  with  Pins  from  Top 
to  Bottom,    They  lanc'd  them  with  Pen-knives  5 
and  ibmetin^es  with  red  hot  Pinrers  took  them  by 
the  Nole,  and  lb  dragged  them  about  the  Room  till 
they  promifed  to  turn  Catholicks,  or  till  the  Cries 
of  thofe  poor  Wretches,  that  in  this  Condition  called, 
on  God  for  Affiflance,  conilrained  them  to  let  thenn  J 
go.    They  baftinadoed  them  moft  cruelly,  and  then 
dragg'd  them  thus  bruifed  to  the  Churches,  where 
this  forced  Appearance  of  theirs  was  accounted  an 
Abjuration  3  they  kept  them  from  fleeping  leven  or 
eight  Days  together,  by  relieving  one  another,  that 
they  might  watch  them  Night  and  Day,  and  keep 
them  ftill  waking ;  They  fometimes  threw  Buckets 


or  Tofijb  TerfecuUon.  5 

of  Water  on  their  Faces  ^  they  tormented  them  a 
thoufand  Ways,  and  held  over  their  Heads  Kettles 
turned  downwards,  whereon  they  made  a  continual 
Dinn,  till  thefe  poor  Creatures  had  even  loft  their 
Senfes.    If  at  any  Time  they  found  any  fick  ^er- 
fons,  either  Men  or  Women,  that  kept  their  Beds 
with  Feaversor  other  Dilea fes,  they  had  the  Cruelty 
to  bring  a  Number  of  Drums,  to  beat  an  Alarm 
about  them  for  whole  Weeks  together,  without  any 
Intermiffion,  till  they  lliould  give  their  Word  they 
would  change.    It  has  in  fome  Riaces  happened, 
that  they  have  tied  Fathers  and  Husbands  to  the 
Bed-pofts,  while  before  their  Eyes  they  ravifhed  their 
Wives  and  Daughters,  without  ever  being  brought 
to  condign  Punifliment  for  it.    They  pluckt  off  the 
TSJails  from  the  Hands  and  Toes  of  fome^  which 
was  not  to  be  endured  without  intolerable  Torment. 
*They  blew  both  Men  and  Women  up  with  Bellows, 
even  till  they  w^ere  ready  to  burft. 

If,  after  thele  horrid  Ufages,  there  were  yet  any 
that  refuted  to  turn,  they  impriloned  them  5  and  for 
this  chole  Dungeons  the  moft  dark  and  noifom,  in 
which  they  exerciied  on  them  all  Sorts  of  Inhu- 
manity. In  the  mean  Time  they  demolilhed  their 
Houles,  defolated  their  Lands,  cut  down  their 
Woods,  and  feized  their  V/ives  and  Children,  to 
imprifon  them  m  Monafteries.  When  the  Soldiers 
had  devoured  and  coniumed  all  that  was  in  an 
Houfe,  the  Royal  Farmers  furniflied  them  with 
Subfiftence,  and,  to  reimburle  themlelves,  fold  by 
Authority  of  Juftice  the  Eftates  of  fuch  Gentlemen, 
,and  put  themielves  in  Pofleflion  thereof.  If  Ibme 
to  lecure  their  Conlciences,  and  elcape  the  Tyranny 
of  thefe  mercilefs  Men,  endeavoured  to  fave  thepi- 
felvcs  by  Flight,  they  were  purfued  and  hunted  in 
the  Fields  and  Woods,  and  lliot  at  like  wildBeafts. 

la 
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In  order  to  which,  the  Pr^vofts  patrolled  upon  the 
Highways,  and  the  Magiflrates  of  Towns  had  or- 
ders to  ftop  all  them  without  Except  ion,  and,  bring- 
ing them  back  to  the  Places  from  whence  they  fled, 
they  ufed  them  like  Priioners  of  War. 

But  we  muft  nor  fancy  that  this  Storm  fell  only  on 
the  common  Sort  5  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
beft  Quality  were  nor  exempted  from  it.    They  had 
Soldiers  quartered  upon  the-m  in  the  fame  Manner,  ■ 
and  were  treated  with  the  very  lame  Fury,  as  Citizens 
and  Pealants  we#e.    They  plundered  their  Ho ufes, 
wafted  their  Goods,  raled  their  Caftles.,  cut  down 
their  Woods,  forced  away  their  Children,  and  their  | 
very  Perlons  were  expofed  to  the  Infolence  and  Bar- 
barity of  the  Dragoons,  no  lels  than  others.  They 
fpared  neither  Sex,  Age  nor  Quality  ^  wherever  they  j 
found  any  Unwillingnefs  to  obey  the  Command  of 
changing  their  Religion,  they  pradifed  the  fame 
Violences,    There  were  ftill  remaining  lome  Offi-  , 
cers,  belonging  to  the  Parliaments,  who  underwent  - 
the  fame  Fate,  after  having  been  firft  deprived  of 
their  Offices  5  nay,  even  the  military  Officers,  who  i 
were  aftually  in  Service,  were  ordered  to  quit  their  , 
Pofts  and  Quarters,  and  repair  immediately  to  their  I 
Houfes,  there  to  fuffcr  the  like  Storm,  if  to  avoid 
it  they  would  not  become  Catholicks.   Many  Gentle- 
men and  other  Perfons  of  Quality,  and  many  Ladies 
of  a  great  Age,  and  of  antient  Families,  ieeing  ail 
thefe  Outrages,  hoped  to  find  feme  Retreat  in 'P^m, 
or  at  Court  ,  never  imagining  the  Dragoons  would 
come  to  leek  them  out  lb  near  the  King's  Prefence, 
But  this  Hope  was  no  lels  vain  than  all  the  reft  5  for 
immediately  there  was  a  Decree  of  Council,  which 
commanded  them  to  leave  iP^m  and  the  Court  with-  ' 
in  few  Days,  and  to  return  without  t)e]ay  to  their 
.own  Houiesj  with  a  Prohibition  to  all  Perlons  to 

entertain 
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entertain  or  lodge  them  in  their  Houles.  Some 
having  attempted  to  petition  the  King,  complaining 
of  thde  cruel  Ulages,  and  humbly  beleeching  his 
Majefty  to  ftop  the  Courle  of  them,  could  obtain 
no  other  Aniwer  but  that  of  being  lent  to  the 
^afiille^  where  they  fufFered  the  iamc  Periecutions. 

J  J'  is  here  to  he  remarked^  7* hat  not  ody  the 

Commanders  and  military  Officers^  but  alfothe 
Intendants  and  SiJhopSj  ivith  a  Troop  of  Mmiks  and 
Other  Ecclefiafticks^  ^ent  at  the  Head  of  thefe  in- 
fernal Legions^  to  anir/iate  the  Soldiers  to  execute 
their  Orders^  Jo  agreeable  to  the  Churchy  and  Jo 
glorious  to  God  and  his  Majefly! 

Nor  muft  it  be  j  or  got  ^  that  as  f aft  as  the  Troops 
>  ravaged  in  this  Manner  the  'Provinces^  fpreading 
Terror  and  T)efolation  every^here^  Orders  were 
fent  to  all  the  Frontiers  and  Sea-port  ToimSy  ftriSfly 
to  guard  the  Ta//eSy  and  flop  all  fuch  as  fought  to 
efcape  out  of  the" Kingdom  ;  fo  that  there  "was  hardly 
any  Hope  for  thefe  poor  Wretches  to  fave  thhnfehes 
by  Flight. 

Jhid  the  Terfecution  ws  carried  to  that  Height^ 
that  fever  al  of  the  neighbouring  States  "were  required 
not  to  harbour  any  Refugees-)  and  even  to  fend  back 
fuch  as  they  had  already  received! 
r.  To  crown  all,  and-  to  make  this  hellip  W%^^k  of 
terfecution  highly  meritorious^  the  EdiSt  of  Nantes 
was  revohd  and  repealed, 
.  ,  jBy  the  Repeal  of  this  EdiB,  all  the  Privileges  , 
of  the  Trotejlants,  both  f acred  and  civile  "^mre  taken 
a^way tho\folemnly  granted  and- fecured  to  them  by 
his  Grandfather^  confirmed  by  his  own  Father ,  and 
foiemnly  ratified  by  himfelf  upon  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne. 

T'hus 
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^hus  I  have  fet  before  you  a  lively  Sample 
the  Horrors  and  Miferies^  njchich  a  Trctejlant  'People 
may  expeSi  from  a  ^opip  arbitrary  King^  whora 
the  mofi  jolerm  Tromijes  and  laws  cannot  bind  ! 

No'W^  Let  all  Bvitiih^Prote/l ants  be  awakned  to 
mifider  the  ^Danger  of  a  Topip  Pretender  ere  it  be 
too  latey  and  do  their  tUmoJt  to  defeat  his  prefent 
Attempt. 

Let  us  humble  ourfclves  before  the  Lord  for  cu7 
manifold  Sins^  the  procuring  Caufe  of  our  prefent 
jfudgrmnts  5  and  let  us  turn  to  him  "with  all  our 
Hearts^  and  pray  that  he  would  rebuke  thefe  SONS 
OF  VIOLENCE  that  are  rifen  up  againfi  us,  and 
efteBually  check  their  Carreer^  convince  theraof  their 
Wtckednefs  and  Madiiefs^  and  give  them  Repentance^  a 
that  they  may  lay  down  the  iVeapons^of  their  Re-  j 
hellion y  and  fubmit  themfelves^  and  fo  prevent  tho  ' 
Effifion  of  Britifh  Shod  by  Briti/h  Bands !  ; 

Let  us  pray  that  God  would  long  preferve  our  only 
rightful  and  lawful  Protefiant  Sovereign  King  ^ 
George,  under  wh6fe  peaceable  and  mild  Govenment  i 
we  enjoy  all  that  is  valuable  and  dear  to  us^  and  are 
free  from  the  Fears  ^"Bririlh  Dragooning  and  French 
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.  And  that  he  would  give  Counfel,  Courage  and 
Conducf  to  his  Generals,  Officers  and  Soldier Sy  and  ^ 
cro  wn  them  with  PlSlory,  if  fight  we  muft ! 

Come  let  ^is  all  join  to  pull  Popery  down  5 

It  threatens  the  Nation/  and  ftrikes  at  the  Crown. 


FINIS. 


